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(3) 
Madam | 


AST time I had the Honour to 


pay my Reſpe& to your: | 
Ladyſhip in a Vifir, you were pleaſed to — 4 2— 4 
to this Queſtion: Is it neceſſary for a Chriſtian Man to joyn [ 
bimſelf publickly to ſome (one or other) Church Commumon 
of Chriſtians © Or, whether a Man might not be a good Chriftian, tho be 
did not joyn himſelf in pablick Communion with any Church? 
In anſwer to which, I would ask you what you think of the twelve 
Apoſtles of our Lord Feſus Chrift, they all had Communion i. e. 
Converſation with Chriſt their Maſter. And his Converſation made 
all of them good Chriſtians, excepting only one, and that one Diſ- 
ciple, via. Judas, had as much Communion with the holy Jeſ as 
the others had, and was preſent at the laſt Supper with all the 
reſt, altho' in that fame Night he betray'd his Maſter. From whence 
ou may ſee that Communion with our Saviour Chrift himſelf in 
erſon, is not any certain Mark of a good Chriftian; but that which 
made eleven of the twelve Apoſtles good Chriſtians, was their re- 
ctiving the Doltrine of Chrift into their Hearts, and living up to it, 
&c. that which made them good Chriftians will (I ſuppoſe) be 
ſufficient to make you or me ſuch. | 


When theſe twelve Apoſtles-and the other Diſciples were met to- N 
gether to hear their Maſter's Inſtruction, they were indeed his Church 1 
or 


tion; altho* we do not read that they were then call'd - — 
by that Name. For the firſt Congregation which was call'd a Church 1 
in . au 1 was * number of Men to 3 155 > j 
ter preached, and who receiv'd his Doctrine ing Jeſus Chrift, 1 
2 baptiz d, as you read in Atfs 2. 41. Ther * that gladiy 0 
receivd bis word were baptia d, and the ſame day there were added a 
unto them about three thouſand Souls. Now theſe three thouſand 1 
Perſons being added to the twelve Apoſttes, and the other 70 Diſ- : 
ciples were the firſt Aſſembly to which the Name of Church; is 7 
given in the New Teftament, as you may read in the laſt Verſe of | 
the ſame Chapter, where tis ſaid that zbe Lord added to the Church | 
duly ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. coy 
oreover, tis plain that the Defign of our Lord %% Chrift in | 4 
calling twelve Jews to him, was that he might take an Op- | 
— Portunity to inliraRt them in. his Law, _ containeth a perfett 


| 2 
; v3 
19 


(4) 
Rule of Life, and upon their willing Submiſſion of themſelves to 
hear and learn this his adnirab/e Doctrine, they might juſtly be ti. 
led his Diſciples; but having conformed their Lives to this moſt 
excellent Inſtitution, they deſerv'd the Name of good Chriſtians, 
and upon the ſame Account, you or I, may deferve the fame Name. 
For ſuppoſe the late Agent from the Emperour of Fez and Joy. 
roco, who came to bargain with his late Majeſty King William the 
III. for the Ranſom of Engliſb Captives retained upon the Coaſt of 
Barbary, ſuppoſe he ſhould have bin induced by our Chriſtian be. 
| haviour'to have. defired Inſtruction in the Law of our Lord 7e/z, 
and ſuppoſe that we had given him the New Teſtament tranſlated 
into his own Mother Tongue, and ſuppoling yet farther, that upon 
reading thereof he had taken ſuch a good liking to the Doctrine 
therein contained, that he ſhould have renounced the A/coran of Ma- 
homet, been baptiz'd, and alſo given himſelf up to the Goſpel-Rulz 
of Faith and Manners : certainly this Man ought hereupon to have 
been owned by us as a Chriſtian, and if upon his return to Morocco 
he ſhould perſevere in his Conformity to the holy Goſpel of our 
Saviour Chrift, would he not be a good Chriſtian, and ſuch a one 
as Chriſt will own at the great day of Judgment, altho there ſhould 
not be one Chriſtian Man left in the Empire of Fez for him to con 
verſe with? much leſs can there be any Church-Communion there, 
ſince we have redeemed our Captives. 1 oj 
Let ſtill I ſay that this Man ought to be owned by us as a Member 
of the univerſal Church of Chr:/?, tho there be not one Hriſtian 
in all Africa befides himſelf. Neither has any National or Chriſtian 
Church in Europe, Aſia or America, any power veſted in it to com- 
pel this Man unto a ſtrict Communion with them, nor can any 
Caurch challenge any Authority over him; but he is ſtill as much 
his own Man, and at his own diſpoſal, as he was before he took up 
the New Teſtament into his Hand. ek a 
Nor can any Man, or number of Men claim Aurhority to impoſe 
his or their Interpretations of the holy Scripture upon his Belief; 
ke is not bound to receive the Canons ut the Council of Trent, 
nor the Articles or Homilies of the Church of Exgland, nor the A. 
ihanafean Creed, nor that which we call the Apoſtles Creed; I ſay 
chat neither one nor other of all th<i: rines or Diſciplines 
is he as a Chriſtjan bound to receive, any otherwiſe than 3 — 


. 
ſhall find it contained in his New Teſtament. In ſhort, ſuppoſe 
he will read no other religious Book but only his Teſtament, and 
will conſult no Commentator thereon, but will only conſi ler 
the plain Senſe of it as he readeth, and make his own Collections 
from it, This Man may be thereby directed to lead a good Chri- 
ſtian Life; and if he ſhall do fo, he will (according to the Tenour of 
the Goſpel) be certainly ſaved by the Merits of Ci, altho* no 
Chriſtian Church ſhould own him, or can lay any claim to him as a 
Member of her Communion. „ 
Perhaps you may think that the national or particular Church 
in which he was baptiz d may lay a claim to him; but then, "twill 
be hard to find what Church this is. He was baptiz d with Water, 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
But then it may be inquired, to what national or particular Church 
did this Form of Water-Baptiſm intitle him? For fince all Chriſti- 
an Churches agree in the fame Form, one Church can claim him 
no more than an other. Perhaps you will ſay that if he were baptiz'd 
in London p 4 Prieſt af the Church of Exgland, our Church of En- 
gland may claim him as a Member of her Communion upon that 
' ſcore; but what if he had been baptiz'd by a Popiſh Prieſt? had he 
been obliged to have been a Papiſt? If a Midwife ſhould baptize a 
Child, ſhould that Child be obliged to be of rhe Midwite's Reli- 
gion? Tie not the Qualification of the Baptizer, but the Form of Bap- 
tiſu, which can give Denomination to the Perſon baptized, and ſince 
this Man was baptized according to the Inſtitution of our Lord 
Chriſt, he can from thence only be ſtiled a Chriſtian. Nor is it com- 
' monly ſupp6ſed that any Perſon in Baptiſm takes upon him a- 
ny 3 Profeſſion of Faith, but only the Protethon of the 
Chriſtian Faith in general; nor can it therefore be ſuppoſed, that a 
Perſon by Baptiſm is made a Member of any particular Church, 
but only of the Chriſtian Church univerſal. 


Now, if you will allow this Man, whom. we ſuppoſe to have 
been baptized according to our Saviour's Inſtitution, as alſo to be- 
lieve the Goſpel, and lead his Life accordingly at Morzcco, to be a 

good Chriſtian, then it will appear that no particular Church-Com- 

munion is necellary to make a good Chriſt iam And fo your Queiti- 
on is anſwer'd, tho it may be, not to your full Sarisfact 9. 
For you will fay, how cag this Man be of the C iu C 
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who is of no Church? And truly, I muſt hereupon confeſs to your 
L :dyſhip, that this Man, tho a good Oriſtian, is as yet no Church. 
1; as it may likewiſe ſo fall our, that a good Charch-man may be 
no Chriſtian, unleſs it be in name only. For what think you of Ed- 
mund Bonner, in ®zeen Mary the Firſt's time, Biſhop of London ? 
Or what think you of any other perſecuting Biſhop, „ or Dea- 
con? *Tis apparent that nothing is more contrary to the Oriſtian 
Principle, than Perſecution for matter of Religion; and yet all ſorts 
of Churchmen have, in their turns, favoured Perſecution 5 

All that is commonly required to make a good Churchman is, to 
frequent the publick Offices of his Church. Nay, ſuppoſe a Man 
do's ſeldom join in the publick Church- Communion; yer if he pro- 
mote the Intereſt of that Communion, or the Power of only the 
Clergy of that Communion, this Man ſhall be owned as a good 

Church- man, tho he has not one Chriſtian Virtue appearing in him 
Which ſhews that a Church-man and a Chriſtian may ſometimes be 
two different things. . 

And upon the neareſt View I could take of this matter, I could 
not perceive that urch. nanſbip ever added any Advantage to the 
Character of a Chriſtian ; but it has ſomerimes been a diminu- 
tion thereunto. For tho the word Church has made a great noiſe 
in the World, inſomuch that no Man is commonly counted a Chri- 
fan, unleſs he profeſs himſelf a Member of ſome particular Church, 
yet if you look cloſely into the Nature of particular Churches, you 
will find that tis no great matter which diſtinguiſheth one Chri/t:a7: 
Church from another. As for the Roman Communion, F take it to 
be Anti-Chriſtian, and fo ſhut out of this Queſtion. as for Chri- 
ian Churches, who take the Goſpel of our Lord 7e/zs Chrift to 
xe the —_—— of their Faith and Manners, what is it that can 
make one Church differ from another, unleſs it be diſtance of places 
in which religious Worſhip is publickly performed ? And if this were 
all, it would be no matter of concern to what 1 2 Chri- 
3 ſince all Congregations would be of the ſame 


But you will ſay, that there are other things by which Griſtian 
Churches are ſaid to differ from one another; ſuch as different Ce- 
remonies, different Forms of Worſhip, and different Diſciplines. As 
the Church of England a Form ef Worſhip, and . 


a 
different from the Churches of e But yet if you 
look upon ies as things in. themſelves indifferent, tis evident 


that 2 regard to any one fort of Ceremony, more than to another, 
can yield. 70 Advagrage to the. Charatter of a Chriſtian : So like- 


wiſe if ſeveral Forms. of Worſhip are all compoſed according to the 
zue ce of ont kan: Giriſian Man can find no In 
vantage by preferring one before another. Nor can it be any matter 
of moment, whether I live under the Inſpection of a Biſhop, or of 
2 Presbytery-; tho” for the ſake of my Eaſe and Freedom from Mo- 
leſtations, I ſhould be inclined to join in Communion with that Churh 
where only. one Clergy-man beares rule in a Country, rather than 
with a Church wherein ten ot more ſuch Clergy have a Juriſdiction 
over the fame Diſtrict. . | St 


Hereby your Ladyſhip ſees that there is no. ſuch diſtinguiſhii 
Mark in any particular Chriſtian Church, for the ſake — — 


Communion therewith 42 neceſſary. You know that the Cere- 
monies of the Church of Exgland are not neceſſary but indifferent, 
and fo declared to be by the ſame Church. And it is not doubted 
but that a good Chriſtian may fave his Soul in Holland or Geneva, 
altho” theix Forms of Worſhip and Diſcipline be different from ours; 
and rherefaxe it cannot be, xeceſſery for a Chriſtian to join himſelf in 
ſtrict Communion to either of theſe Churches, or indeed to any one 
particular Church. whatſoever. 

And if the Aer of a Gurchman giveth ſo little Advantage to 
that of a Chriſtian, it may from thence appear that no great publick 
Benefit is due to the Members of one Communion of Chriſtians more 
3 31 an Ls account of 2 — _ 
munion. Nor is any publi ilcouragement due to any Chriſtian 
Man.upon the Su, of his particular Chriſtian Communion. And 
a f. the Morocco Agent before mentioned, ſhould, upon his oc- 

have communicated with all the Chriſtian Churches in Eu- 
rope, he would be ſo far from deſerving the Diſcouragement of any 
l Church; that he would thereby rather merit the good 
Package your will f _ that all Cl n mak of 
ou. will ſay, that all «men make it a alter of 
great . — to whar Church a Chriſtian Man joineth himſelf in 
conſtant Communion. And truly ſo it is a matter of great moment 
to them ; for all Clergy - meh are Shepherds 8 to a higher = - 
| # lower 
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ſower degree, and doubtleſs the Increaſe of the Flock is, and ought 
to be the particular Concern of every Shepherd: But yet if all Shep- 
nerds diſcharge their "I as they ought to do; and if the Paſture 
be all of the ſame ſort, as ſpiritual P ene bt to he, tis no matter 
of moment to the Sheep under whoſe St they are paſtured. 

You will ſay then, that 'tis neceſſary for a Chriſtian to join in 
Communion with ſome Church, tho” tis no great matter what 
Church ir be. If hereby you mean that tis acceſſary to join in all 
Chriſtian Duties commanded in the Goſpel of our Lord Zeſws Chrift, 
I readily own it; but all that I meant to fay in the fore going Period 
was, that there is no ſuch diſtinguiſhing Mark in any particular Chri- 
ſtian Church which could add any confiderable Advantage to the 
Character of a good Chriſtian, and for the fake whereof you will 
find it u ceſſary to Join your ſelf in ftri&t, Communion therewith. 
But on the contrary 'tis ſufficient for you to take the New Teftoment 
of our Lord for the whole and ſole Rule of your Faith and Life. 
St. John the 17 has taught us, that his own Goſpel alone is 
ſufficient to conduct any Man to Heaven: For ſo he writes, John 
20. 31. Deſe are written that 52 might believe, and that believing 
ye might have Life through bis Name. And I think that it has been 
hitherto the Principle of all Proteſtants, that the holy Scripeures are 
able to make a Man wiſe to Salvatian. Tis certain that the holy 
Scriptures reach us to love the Lord our God with all our 
and our Neighbours as our ſelves, which is the fulfilling of the Law: 
And if you religiouſly practice theſe Duties, what neceffity is there 
of any particular Church-Communion? It the holy Scriprures cannot 
convince you of theſe Duties, how ſhall the Church convince you ? 
I ſuppoſe you make no doubt but that your Prayer, Prajſes and De. 
votions to God may be heard altho' they ſhould be offered up in no 

you Church-Form at all: And as for your Duties to your Neigh- 
r, there is no Church Form compoſed for the Practice of it. In 

ſhort, a Man may love God and H Neighbour, tho there were no 
Bi Prieft, or Deacon, no Formof Prayer, Ceremony, or Church- 
Aſſembly in the World. «8 is bas 

But then you will fay, how ſhall you recgive the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper without a Prieſt and a Church-Communion? Tru- 
ly, you cannot perform that Duty, accgrding to the preſent Cuſtom, 
in any other way: But yet tis certain, that a Chriſtian Family, o 4 
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Neighbourhood may take a ſolemn occafion to meet together on 


purpoſe to call ro mind the kind Offices which Jeſus Chrift performed 


on the Croſs for their Salvation; and ris may be done with as : 


| bearty an Afedtion as if it were performed at a Church with the 

Affi of a Prieft and an Altar. I fay, that Men may be reli- 
giouſly and devoutly diipoſed, and Bread and Wine may be decent- 
ly and reverently uſed in ſuch an Aſſembly. And if the Remembrance 


of our Saviour 7% Chriſt, which is the end of this Inſtitution, may 
be thus attained, 0 Church Form can be thought to be abſolutely 


neceſſary. This Sacrament (as tis now ſtiled) was celebrated ar firſt 
by a Maſter to his Family, without any Prieft to conſecrate the Ele- 
ments (as the phraſe now runs.) Nor can I find, that the Corin- 
thians had any Prieſt among them when they join d their Suppers to- 
gether upon this occaſion, their fault was, that ſome of them were 
drunk before they aroſe from Table, 1 Cor. 11. 21, 

But yet it will ſeem ſtrange to your Ladyſhip, that the Sacrament 


leſs Books and voluminous Diſputes, and which is efteem'd as the 
very Badge and Cognizance of a Chriſtian, ſhould contain no more 
in it than what is here repreſented. But notwithſtanding whatſoever 
has been made of it in later Ages, at firſt there was no more deſigned 
by it than an affectionate Remembrance of our Lord and Saviour by 
the Signs of our Bread and Wine. Feſws Chrift craved a Bleſſing, 
and brake the Bread, and diſtributed it together with the Wine among 
his Family. who ate and drank in Remembrance of him. But yet 


fince the Primitive Simplicity of the Goſpel = out of Faſhion, 
rieſt-craft) grew up into 


this plain Infticurion (by the Power of 
ſuch a Myftery, as is not only above, bur contrary to all Senſe and 
Reaſon. And whilſt the Popiſb Priefthood amuſe their People by the 
miraculous change which they make in the Elements, the Proteſtant 


Prieſts amuſe their People no leſs with ſuch a nice Preparation for the 
holy Table, as makes moſt Men abſtain from thence for fear leſt they 


ſhould eat and drink their own Damnation: Whereas St. Paul only 
intorm'd the Corinthians, that their converting the Lord's Supper 
into a drunken Debauch, was a very prophane Practice, and might 
be the occaſion of that Sickneſs with which they were then viſited, 
I Cor. 11. 30. = 

But fince the Goſpel-Simplicity has been worn off, the Prieſts * 


of our Lord's Supper, which has been the Subject of almoſt number- 


— — ES 


- — 


Cy. 
all Churches have agreed; 1/7. That tis neceſſary fox all Chriſtian 
People to communicate at the Lord's Table. 2d), t this 2 
ment cannot be rightly celebrated without the ſſiſtauce of a Prieſt, 
who muſt conſecrate the Elements to the uſe for which they are de- 
ſigned; whereby the Prieſt is made abſolutely neceffary to the very 
Being of the Sacrament. The Prieſt alſo making himſelf Judge of 
every one's Preparation for this Sacrament, has it in his Power to ad- 
mit to a Participation whom he thinks fit, as likewiſe to exclude whom 
he pleaſes from this neceſſary means of Salvation. And hereby he 
is enabled to make his terms with the People, who muſt be conten 
ted to fave their Souls upon what conditions he will admit. No 
wonder then that ſo great a noiſe has been made concerning this ſa- 
cred commemorative Repaſt. 
That Chriftian Communion which you read of as practiſed in the 
Apoſtles Days, was nothing e}ſe bur a religious Converſation of Chri- 
ſtiaus one amongſt another. Twas for Society fake that they went 
from Houſe to Houſe, that they ate and drank . 4 1 frequently, 
that they diſcourſed to one another about the Tine and Life of 
their great Maſter ; as you read, A#s 2. 42. &c. And our learned 
Interpreters of the holy Scriptures agree, char St. Paul ſpeaks of this 


Communion, or religious fort of Intercourſe in Heb. 10. 24, 25. where 


he ſaith Let ws conſider one another to provoke unto Love, and to good 
Works; not forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves together. | was ſay- 
ing that our Commentators take theſe words ro ym no leſs than an 
= tion to avoid an Apoſtacy from the Ori ian Communion to 
the Fewrſb Synagogue, or Gnoſtick Hereſie; particularly the Reverend 
Dr. Wh:tby, our Jateſt and moſt learned Commentator, explains him- 
ſelf in this ſenſe. 
No . that this ſort 
of Prayer or 
Prayer or Praiſe. *Twas . the A 
buried before the Temples were built, and eretted, or fer Ora- 
tions were made to the People in Chuc hes. 
And what if you ſhould farther conſider, if there be any part of this 
Primitive Church-Communion which might not have been performed 
by a Woman as well as a Man. For there were ſome Women who fol- 
lowed Chryft together with the Men, and ſaw what he did, and alſo 
heard what he faid, as well as the Apoſtles. And if either of their 


of religious Converſation may be kept 
riſtians without either Prieſt or Altar, or any fer Form 
es were dead and 


(11) 
Memories had ſerv'd them to relate to their Acquaintance what they 
had heard and ſeen, they had therein diſcharged the Office of an Apo- 
ſtle, which Office conſiſted in being a Witneſs of what Chr; did; 
but more particularly of his Reſurrection: As you read that Matthias 
ſucceeded to the Office of Judas, to be a Witneſs of Chriſt's Reſurre- 
tion, AQts t. 22. And had either of theſe Women written a Narrative 
of what ihe had ſeen and heard concerning our Saviour CHriſt, that 
Narrative of hers had been part of the Goſpel. And when the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians met together to break Bread from Houſe to Houſe, 
had any of theſe Women craved a Bleſſing upon that Bread, we have 
no reaſon to doubt but that God would have heard her Prayer. This 
Primitive Communion of Chriftians was very needful for Men under 
their unfortunare Circumſtances. For when the Fews and Gentzles 
were maliciouſly join'd together for their Deſtruftion, twas high time 
for them to conſort with one another for mutual Admonition, Coun- 
ſel, Comfort, or any ſort of Aſſiſtance which Brethren in Affliction 
could give to one another: And the religious Converſation of good 
Chriſtians may ſtill be of uſe for their mutual Aſſiſtance, as their re- 
ſpe 3 dap Jug go Xx 5 5 

But perhaps your Ladyſhip inquird only concerning that ſort of 
 Church-Communion which is now in uſe in our Church-Aſſemblies; 
and as to this point, no body can anſwer your Queſtion fo well as 
our ſelf; For where you go to Church on the Lord's Day, or on 
eek Days to hear the divine Service performed by the Prieſt, you 
your ſelf can beſt judge if all, or any part of it be needſul oruſeſul to 
you. I ſuppoſe that you make no doubt but that God heareth your 

_ private Prayers; neither is it to be doubted but that you may learn 
the Chriſtian Faith from the New Teſtament : So that there is no 
abſolute neceſſity for publick Church-Communion, ſince you can read 
the Goſpel at home. But yet if the Parſon of your Pariſh be a good 
Man, and a good Preacher, not only publick Communion, but pri- 
rate religious Converſation with him may be very profitable to you: 
Nay, it may ſo fall out, that his Advice and Aſſiſtance may be highly 
_ expedient, and in a manner neceſſary for you; bur ſtill your ſelf will 
de the beſt Judge hereof. And if a Lay-Perſon ſhould be as learned 
and wiſe as the Prieſt, tis all one whom you conſult, if your occafions 
re equally anſwered by either of them. 
But afterall, it may be that the particular * of ſpiritual Lone 
and 
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and comfort were not in your Thoughts, when you asked me the 
Queſtion, but you meant only in general to enquire whether it were 
not beſt for you to own your felt a Member of ſome particular 
Church Communion or other. And truly, if a Man intends to 
paſs his Life eaſily in any Criſtian Country, twill be neceſſary 
for him to own the Communion of that Churth, which is in Fa. 
ſhion in that Country where he lives; for neither the Prieſthood 
nor People will ſuffer him to live well with them upon any other 
Terms; and therefore, fince your dwelling is in England, *twill be 
highly expedient for you to joyn your felt in publick Communion 
to the Church by Law eſtabliſhed ; for tho you may ſatisſy vour 
felf in point of Conſcience, that you carty a true Chriſtian Heart 
always about you, yet this will not ſatisfy the World in ſuch placcs 
where publick Church-Communions are highly in eſteem, and where 
each Party is very zealous to promote their particular Communions. 


In ſuch a caſe, meer Chriſtians, tho ever fo good, are eſteem'd as Neu 


ters if not Enemies, by each particular Church Communion, inſo-— 
much that if our Saviour eſs Chriſt were now upon Earth, and 
appeared in all Circumſtances of his Life in the ſame manner as we 
read of him in the Goſpel: *twould be hard to find ſuch a Church 
now in being, as would heartily receive him into her Boſom. The 
Papiſts would not own him, unleſs he would own the Pope's Supre- 
macy, which was never heard of him in his Days: _ Unleſs he were 
very well affected to Biſbops and Ceremonies, he would find little 
Favour in the Eyes of the Eng/:/ſh Clergy; and unleſs he hated Bi- 
ſhops, and Ceremonies, the Scottiſh Clergy would certainly hate him. 
And I am of Opinion, that he would pleaſe neither Church-Party. 
Perhaps no wiſe Man was ever very Zealous either for, or againſt 
indiſerent things. Fg hs | 1 
And for this Reaſon, I doubt that you will not think it neceſſary 
to be a zealous Member of any Communion; having alſo heard 
your Ladyſhip ſay. that Church Communions have lately ſerved to 
promote the Intereſt of Parties, and — the Dominion of 
the Clergy over the People; which Clergy-Intereft (as you obſerv d) 
could not be comply 'd with, but by atdicating the common In- 
tereſt of Mankind. I remember that you were offended at the very 
Names of Communion and Religion, as tending to enſlave Mankind, 
for (ſaid you) in Italy Submiſſion to the Pope is call d Communien; 


1 
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in Eng/and, a Submiſſion. to the Power of Biſhops; in Scotland. 
Obedience to the Presbyters is call'd Communion. Nay, this is of 
tentimes ſtiled (as you complained ) by the facred Name of Reli- 
gion. As if you -asked this Queſtion, what Religion are you of? 1 
am a Roman Catholick, ſays one; I am a Church-of-England-Man, ſays 
an other; I am a Presbyter:an, ſays a third. And this put you in 
Mind of an ancient Cuſtom formerly in uſe with the Lord Mayors 
of London, who were wont to beſtow a party coloured Coat upon 
ſome poor crack-brain'd Creature, who was fed with the meaner Ser- 
vants of the Houſhould, and call'd the Lord Mayor's Fool. His Of- 
fice was to walk abont the Dining room, and entertain the Gueſts 
before Dinner was ſet upon the Table; now ir hapned that a cer- 
_ tain Perſon dreſſed in a Scarlet Coat with Gold Lace, meeting this 
Officer, ask d him, whoſe Foo! are you ? to whom he reply'd I an 
my Lord Mayor's Fool, pray ye whoſe Fool are jou? 

No to apply your Ladyſhip's Story to your ſelf, altho' it be not 
neceſſary to be either the Pope's the Biſhop's, or the Presbyter's 
Fool, yet it may be convenient to make ſome one of theſe Church - 
Parties believe that you are ſo; for elſe all theſe Parties will joyn to- 
gether againſt you. Be ſure that they will all look askaunt at you as 

ãt a meer Morocco. Chriſtian, altho'ꝰ you were the beſt Woman in the 
World. And ttis well if they do not uſe you, as Taffalet us d the 
Moors. who tormented them for his Diverfion. . 

Let us now, if you pleaſe look back, and take 2 view of what 
has been ſaid alreadv, it comes only to this, big. tho Church-Com- 
munion be not "abſolutely neceſſary to make a good Chriſtian, yet 
*tis highly conducing to the eaſe and quiet of a Man's Lite, to join 
himſelf in Communion to ſome particular Church. | 

But, tho Diſſimulation has been allowed upon a reaſonable Oc. 
cafion, by ſome learned Divines; as when King David feigned him- 
ſelf mad to avoid being diſcover'd in the Court of King Achiſb, as 
you read 1 Sam. 21. Io. and tho the Sieur Pufendorf, one of the great- 
eſt Moraliſts which this Age has produced, allows a Man to uſe Diſ- 
ſimulation for his own advantage, when it can thereby be attained 
without detriment to any other Perſon, yet I cannot think a conſtant 


'Diffimulation in the matter of religous Worſhip to be allowable, 


or adviſable in any caſe. I pity at my Heart the preſent Condition 
of the Proreftants in France, who by the Tyranny of that . 
| Ling 
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King of theirs are forced to go conſtantly to Maſs, in Oppoſition 
to the dictates of Conſcience. I pity them heartily, but cannot tell 
how to excuſe them; much leſs would I adviſe any ſuch thing. 
And therefore, when I adviſed you to join your ſelf in Communion 
to ſome particular Chriſtian Church, for your own quiet, I did not 
mean that you ſhould do this contrary to your Conſcience, but ac- 
cording to your Perſuaſion; and therefore, were I worthy to be 
heard, I would defire your Ladyſhip fairly to examine only the 
ſeveral Doctrines, and Ways of Worſhip, which are now in uſe 
among the ſeveral Proteſtant Communions in Exgland; for to exa- 
mine the ſeveral Perſuaſions of Foreign Proteſtants is to little-pur- 
poſe, fince you will confine your felt to your Native Country. 
But then you will ask, how ſhall you examine all the Articles of 
the ſeveral Proteftant Communions in Exgland, ſince ſeveral of them 
have formed no Articles of Agreement among themſelves, tho' they 
all hold one common Article of Diſagreement from the Church of 
England? And truly, I cannot tell how you can diſtinguiſh theſe 
Church-Parties from one another, unleſs by hearing their Preachers 
Sermons. And then, if you go to their ſeveral Meetings, perhaps 
you will obſerve no Difference as to the Subſtance of their Doctrines, 
it being the ſame which is commonly preached in our Churches, as 
to the Matter of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; but yet you will 
find much Difference as to their Phraſe and Manner of expreſſing 
themſelves; fo that perhaps by this expedient. you will not as yet 
find any great Reaſon to prefer one Communion before another, only 
you may chance to like the Style and Behaviour of one Preacher 
better than of another. py 5 
Suppoſing then, that all the Engliſh Proteſtant Communions do 
agree as to the neceſſary Points of Chr:ſt:an Faith and Morals, a good 
Man may joyn himſelf to any of them. But ftill where there is 
Variety every one is willing to chuſe for the beſt ; and if I might 
aſſiſt your choice, I would direct your Ladyſhip to the Communion 
of the Church of England. 3 > E 
Firſt, becauſe that Eſtabliſhment is moſt agreeable to the Laws 
of the Land, and to the Genius of the People; who by long uſe, 
have learned to ſubmit to the Authority of Biſhops. *Tis true that 
there is as yet a Toleration eſtabliſhed by Law; ſo that if you 
thould ſee cauſe to diſſent from the Church, you may enjoy the 
Benetit thereof. : But 
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- But the Church has this Ad vantage above all other Parties of Pro- 
teſtants, viz. that her Articles of Agreement, her Homilies, aud i r 
Forms of Divine Worſhip lie open to the view of all People; and if 
in thoſe Authentick Books of the Church you ſhall find no Doctrine or 
| t ot Worſhip diſagreeable to the Rule of Griſt, (and I verily be- 

Bewe you will find no ſuch thing there) then you will have good Rea- 
ſon to join 8 Communion with 1 3 whereas if you join to 
an of ongregation, you will in fo doing join your ſelf (by an 
rplicit Faith)- ro a Preacher, rather than (ith underſtanding) * 1 
Church; becauſe that as yet Articles of Agreement, Forms of publick 
Worſhip, and Homilies are wanting to all the diſſenting Congregations, 
which therefore are formed only apon this Principle, viz: We approve 
of Mr. Hs way af projing and preacbing, and therefore, we will 
join our ſelves. to his Congregation. And now I will leave it to your 
Confideration whether you will join in Communion with the Church, 


upon mature Deliberation upon all her DoQtrines,. and Forms of pub- 


lick Worſhip, or elſe with a Prieſt, allwhoſe Doctrines are not fore- 
known to you, and whoſe way of Worſhip cannot be preconſider'd 


„ to particular Objections againſt the Prieſt of the Church, I re- 


Country, by the Traiterous Doctrine of Non reſiſtancè; as alſo becauſe 
they ſhew'd too much of a perſecuting Spirit agaraſt their Proteſtant 


Brethren who embraced not their Communion. But tho this Objection 


be allowed, I cannot ſee how from the Immoralities of ſome Prieſts 
you can draw ſufficient Reaſon againſt your communicating with the 
Church; becauſe the Errours and Vices of the Prieft do not infect the 
wholſom DoQtrines and holy Devotions of the Church, any more than 


the Treachery of Judas, did caſt any Diſparagement upon the laſt 
Supper of Jeſas . Suppoſe the Reader of your Pariſh ſnould 
have taken-a Glaſs of Claret too liberally the laſt Night; the Mor- 


ning Prayer of this Day would be never the worſe upon that Ac- 
count: you are to confider your ſelf as in Communion with a regula- 
ted Church, not with a Prieſt only; ſo that ſhould your Prieſt fall in- 
to any Errour of Life or Doctrine, your: Church is not thereby be- 
come erroneous. As for diſſenting Congregations, who have no declar'd * 
Articles and Forms of Worſhip, they ſeem to be in Communion only 


with the Prieſt; and therefore your — 


S 


member your Ladyſhip blamed them for endeavouring to enſſave their 
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another manner than it affects the Church of England: And this I have 


{aid only in a general way to your Objections  _ 
hs * — Point of Non: reſiſtance, I take it to be a Trai. 
rerom Doctrine here in Exgland, where we have Rights and Liberties 
of our own, which are not at the King's Diſpoſal; yer if this Paſſive 
Obedience be the real Doctrine of the Church of Exgland, declared 
fully in her Book of Homilies, I think that her Prieſts who are bred 
up rather to believe than examine, rather to depend upon the A 
thority of the Church, than to follow the Diclates of their Reaſon, | 
was ſaying that the Prieſts may be excuſed for preaching this DoQ- 
rine, eſpecially when they were tempted to it by the Court, and 
were ignorant of the deſign of their Tempter. = 
And now I will refer it to your Ladyſhip's ſevere Judgment, if 
the Doctrine of the Church, as it is contained in the Book of Homi- 
lies, do's noc evidently juſtify the Doctrine of Non-reſiſtance, which 
the Prieſthood ſo zealouſſy promoted in the late Reigns; to which 
urpoſe I will tranſcribe out of the Book of Homilies, as followeth. 
ere let us mark well, and remember that the bigh Power of Kings, 
with their making of Laws, 1 and Offices, are the Ordi- 
nances, not of Man but of God; the bigber Powers be ſet in Autho- 
rity by God. They be God's Lieutenants, God's Preſidents, God's 
Officers, God's Fudges, ordained of God himſelf, of whom only 2 
have all their Power and all their Authority, as is declared in the fit 
art of the Sermon of Obedience. And in theſecond Part of the fame 
| odds tis thus written. Chriſt taught xs plainly, that even the 
wicked Rulers haue their P and Authority from God. And there- 
fore it 7s not lawful for their Subjects to with. ſtand them, altho* they 
abuſe their Power. And a little , where the caſe is put, What 
if a King ſhall command any thing contrary to God's Commandments? 
Tis thus reſolved; Ir ſuch à caſe we may not in any wiſe make any 
Inſarrettion, Sedition or Tumult, either by force of Arms, or any o- 
ther way againſt the anointed of the Lord, or any of his Officers, but 
we muſt in ſuch caſe ſuffer patiently all Wrongs and Injuries, referring 
the Fudgnent of ale nf pars, God. And in the firſt Part of the 
Sermon againſt wilful Rebellion, tis thus written. What bal! Sub. 
jecte do then? ſhall they obey valiant, wiſe, flows and good Princes, and 
contenn, diſobey, and rebel againſt Children being their Princes, and 
againſt indi ſcreet and evil 7 ns ha. 1 God forbid, for what 4 pe- 


rillous 


7 Rom 
rilious thing were it to commit unto the Subjetts the Tulgment, which 
Prince is wiſe and godly and his Government good, and which is o- 


thermiſe ? as the the Foot muſt judge the Head, an enterpriſe ve 


heinors. And a little after, this Qneſtion is put. But what if 74 


Prince be in liſereet and evil indeed, aud it is alſo evident to all Men's 
Eyes thar be 1s fo? This Queſtion is reſolved by another in theſe fol- 


lowing words. I aN again, what if it be long of the wickedneſs of 


the Subjetts that the Prince is indiſcreet and evil? ſhall the Sabjecls 
borh by their witkednefe provoke God for their deſerved Puuiſbment, 
to give them an indiſcreet and evil Prince, and alſo rebel againſt bim 
and againſt God, who for the Puniſhment of their Sins do's give them 


ſuch a Prince? And a little farther tis ask d, Shall we not viſe again} 


our known mortal and deadly Enemy that ſeeketh our Lives? and tae 
ASA... 

Since then that Paſſive Obedience to a Tyrant was once the Do&- 
rine of the Church by Law eſtabliſhed, I cannot think the Priefthood 
to be inexcuſable for rer up that Doctrine, althe' the People 
had been inexcufable if they had not taken the Liberty to examine ic, 
and to believe or disbelieve it as they ſaw Cauſe. *Tis true, the late 
happy Revolution being eſtabliſhed by Law, has by Conſequencz 
nulled the former Eftabliſhment of this pernicious Doctrine; ſo that 
tho it is ſtill to be read in the Homilies, yet it can be no part of the 
Religion now by Law Eſtabliſhed, nor are the Clergy now any longer 
bound to avow it notwithſtanding their Subſcriptions. For if the 


Laus and Conſtitution of a whole Nation ſhall be ſubjected to change, 


the Church-Conftitutions which have their Eftabliſhment from thoſe 
aus, muſt be ſubject to the ſame Mutations. | 
Beſides, I cannot believe that your Ladyſhip thinks any Church to 
be infallible; nor do's any Perſon who embraces the Communion of 
the Exgliſb Church pelfetliy refign up himſelf to an implicit Faith in 
her Doctrine any \ 
intend to debar your ſelf from rhe uſe of your own Eyes. It may be 
E will ſay that every one ſhould carefully conſider all theſe things 
ore he chooſeth his parti Communion; bur alas! moſt Men 


ue by their Parents and Relations bred up in their particulur Com- 


munions, .before they are capable of forming a nice Judgment here 
upon. And ſuppoſe that upon a ſeriqus Conſideration you ſhould ap- 
prove of the Der 


more than if you take a Guide in your Journy, you 


ines, Devotions and Ceremonies of our Church. cis 


(8) 

offible that you may grow wiſer by Age and ſpy out a ſmall Fault 
Which you 4 not at firſt diſcover. What then? are you bound 
therefore to forſake the Church's Communion upon that Account ? 
Surely ſuch a ſtrictneſs of behaviour is no ways agreeable to the 
imperfect State of this World; where the beſt Man is be who has 
the feweſt Faults, and the beſt Church that which, bas the feweſt 
Errours. | | en ore; HS RY pt RD age 
But if none muſt be owned as Members of our Church but they 
who have carefully conſider d all her Doings and Forms of Wor- 


thip, I doubt that the Church will be able to number but few Com- 


municants. Whether the Clergy weigh all theſe Matters before they 
are admitted into holy Orders is a doubtful Matter, but the Laity 
commonly follow the bent of their Education, and take their Church- 
es upon content. r ee 

And indeed, to refuſe the Communion of an eſtabliſhed Church 
upon diflike of ſome particular Doctrine or Practice which is not 
of great Moment, can proceed only from a peeviſh and Schiſmatical 
temper of Mind. Suppofing I were of the Presbyterian Perſuaſion, 
viz, that the Authority which our Biſhop executes in a Dioceſs, 
ought to be executed by a Committee of Priefts; what Pretence can 
I rake from thence to refuſe my perſonal Preſence at the teading of 
the Common Prayer, or at the common preachings of the Clergy of 
the Church. Suppoſe that I were conyinced that there is neither 
precept no precedent for Infant-Baptiſm to be found in the Scripture, 
why ſhould this Opinion fright me from joyning with the Church in 
her Morning and Evening Prayer? Tis true, I would not be God-fa- 
ther at a Chriſtning, nor bear any part in the Baptiſm of an Infant; 
but if ſuch a one be ht to the Church whilſt I am there at Di- 
vine Service; and ſuppoting the Parſon after having read the ſecond 

Leſſon goes to the Font to Chriſten this Child; I can fee no Reaſon 
| ſhall have to run out of the Church, tho I cannot joyn in that par- 
ticular Office, when I can heartily joyn in all the other Parts of Di- 
vine Service which is there celebrated. 

And. why, muft I forſake the Communion of any Church be- 
cauſe I find Fault with one or two of her Doctrines? For tis poſſi- 
ble that T may be miſtaken as to thoſe Pyints; howbeit if thoſe Do- 


Qrines be falſe and I know em to be fo, this Cen no Influence 
upon me to do me any hurt; and I know your Ladyſnip's Senſe of the 


Matter 
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Matter 1 have been writing 


upon ſo well, that the Doctrine of Nan: 
refiftance, and the Doctrine of the Divine Right of Kings, which 
is the ſupport of the Former, tho? ever ſo much enforced in the 
Homilies will never withdraw your Ladyſhip's Allegiance or Affecti- 
on from our gracious Sovereign Lady Qzeen Ann, with whom you 
have been more particularly acquainted than with the Church's 


not be much afraid of hearing the Paſfve Do- 
Frine preached ap in theſe Days: fince the former Preachers there- 
of at laſt grew weary of it, and not only ſuffered themſelves to be 
Paſſtue in the late happy Revolution, but were ſo Aﬀtve as to {wear 
Allegiance to his late Majeſty Ring W://:am III. Now theſe things 
are inconſiſtent with Non reſiſtance and jure Divino; ſo that you can- 
not be ſuppoſed to meet with any Clergy-men of fo ſhallow a Penetra- 
tion as to adhere to thoſe out-dated Opinions. And to ſay the worſt 
of this Matter, what if ſome Prieſts heretofore preached up theſe 
Doarines to gain Preferment from Court, or to render the Diſſenters 
odious for want of Church Loyalty? The former Immoralites of fome 
Clergy-men are not a ſufficient Reaſon to prevent your Communion 
with any Chriftian Church: A Separation from whence upon diſlike 


Homilies. 
Befides, you need 


Dome 


ine ſomerimes preached by her Prieſts, or upon account of 
a Ceremony or Expreſſion ſomewhere uſed in her Offices, had never 
could Yee) either from Reaſon or Religion to 


Ladyſhip's ObjeQion againſt 
irit of the Prieſts. I rake it for granted that neither 
you or I ſhall anſwer for their Faults; let them be as hot as they will, 
we may be as cool as we pleaſe; while they hate their Friends, we 
may love our Enemies. All Communions may have ſome ill Men 

them, there was a Judas among the twelve; muſt we there 
fore rejaft the Goſpel? all Men have their Failings: mult we there- 


any Pretence (as 
make it good. 

As to the ſecond particular of your 
the perſecuting 


fore run from among Mankind, and live in a Deſart. 


But, I remember that your Ladyſhip had one ſcruple more which 
perplexed you about the Arhandſian Creed, which you {aid was ex- 
ious; and · at the ſame time | remember you told me 
liked a certain Book which you had lately read, 
ty not Myſteriows. And I muſt own to your Lady- 


_ tremely Myſter 


4 Chrifti ] 
dip as touching that Bock, it hens ins Wrizer to bea Man of 


Let. 
ters 


= C> 


ters, and of great Vivicity of Wit. But then, Experience ſhews us 
that a Man may have a great deal of Wit, and at the fame time be 
ignorant of very common things, and this was the Cafe of Mr. Te- 
land when he was drawn into the Deluſton of writing that Book. Had 
he bur recollected in his Thovghts thoſe DoQtrines which make up 
the Scheme of our Salvation by Jeu Chriſt, he muſt ot meer Ne- 
ceſſity have ſeen that every one of thoſe DoQrives had been My/?e. 
io. Or, ; . | * ; 1 Net 
Firſt, - is not the Doctrine of our Redemption bour Lord 7e/'s 
Chrift grounded upon our Fall in Adam? Had there been no Fall there 
had been no need of a Redemption; and is it not a Myſterioss thing 
taarall Mankind ſhould be hn Veſſels of God's Wrath, becauſe Adam 
and Eve eate the Fruit of a certain Tree which they ſhould not have 
medled with? ls it not Myf--. u that God ſhould not forgive this 
Original, or any other aQ»2]- Tranſgreſhon (when repented ot) Free/y, 
but he muſt have his Ju ce fully ſatisfied before he would Pardon? 
Is it not Myfter:0.-: chat God's Juſtice ſhould at laſt be fatisty'd 
with the ſutterings of an In»-cent Perſon inftead of the Puniſhment 
of thoſe who were Guilty? Can Mr. Ioland Farhum theſe Myſteries, 
or are they not at leaſt above his Reaſon? And from this Conſiderati- 
on it was that I always laught at the Sociniant, tar reſetting the 
Athanafian Creed, for being Myſteriou, when rhe whole Scheme of 
our Redemption (which they believe) is ſuch, and particularly their 
Article of Deus fas, i. e. a Gol made, is no leſs a Myſtery than that 
three Almightys ſhould be no more than one Almighty, or that 2 


God, and a God anda God, ſhould be no more than one God. Now 


as to the particular Opinion of St. At hana ſius, viz. that all ſhall be 
damn'd who do not believe his Creed, I ſuppoſe that a Man may be 
a good Church man tho he ſhould differ from the Saint in that Point. 
And what it St. At hanaſius or any other great Man ſhould differ in 
Opinion from you or me, mult we therefore leave the Communion 
of the Church of England? God forbid. _— 
I remember but one thing more which I perceived your Ladyſhip 
to diſlike in the Church Doctrine, which was the 17. Article con- 


cerning Predeſt:nation; but this DoQrine is of late Years fo much 


grown out of Faſhion, thatif a Man cannot be a Church-man with- 
out believing it, few Biſhops or Clergy-men can be reckon'd of the 
Church- Communion. I remember that you would not endure t0 _ 


C3. 


the Arwinian Interpretation of that Article, ſuch an Interpretation, 
you ſaid, was all Collufions: for (ſaid you) a Man may incerpre: 
black to fignity white, as well as he may interpret that Article ro an 
 Armiman Senſe. And in that particular I am of your Opinion, 1 
mean, as to taking that Article in an Arminian Senſe; bur then ! 


believe that Article to contain a true Doctrine in the plain Senſe of 
the Words. The Doctrine of Predeſtination (as to me it ſeems) is 


plainly revealed in the New Teſtament; and therefore [ ſhili believe 
it tho the Arminians bring out a hundred Texts of Scripture which 


[ cannot reconcile to it. Tis indeed a Myferiows Doctrine, and ic 


would ceaſe to be ſuch if I could fathom it by the {horr Linz of my 
_ Reaſon. ' Sh 
And therefore, notwithſtanding the Doctrine of Predeſtinat ian has 


of late Years been ridiculed by ſome ot the Clergy themſelves un- 


der the Notion of Ca/ovin/m, were | worchy roadv't> vont Ladyſhi 


[ would in a particular manner recommend this Doctrind of the Church 
— ſerious peruſal, and I doubt not bur that you will find it 


3 

ſu tly juſtify d by the Writings or the Evangeliſls and Abaſtler, 
particularly by St. Paul in Rom. 9. | 
And even in St. Auſtin's time the Scheam of our R-demption by 
our Saviour %u Chriſt ſtood thus, vis. © Almighty God having 


* confidered the tall of Mankind in 44am, and conſulted his infinite 


* Wiſdom rhereupon, he found out a way to grarity his Mercy by 
4 giving a fall Satisfafion to bis Faſt:ce, in behalf of all thoſe whom 
* he was pleaſed to e/ef freely to Salvation. And this he did eff. & 
_ © by ſending his Son Jeu Chriſt to ſuiter ſuch Puniihment tor cam 
“ as ſhould be ſufficient and effectual, not only to procure the Par- 


„ don of their Sins, but alſo ſuch a Meafure of Grace as thould 


* — their corrupt Natures, and prepare their Souls ior Heaven, 

Your Ladyſhip will 2 —— that if this antient Scheam of our 
Redemption by Jeſus Chrift our Lord had been conftincly preterved 
and held in eſteem, not one fingle point of Socinianiſin could hie 


entered upon us. For who could ſatify God's Infinite Juſtice but God | 
himſelf, whoſe Merit alone is capable of being infinite? So that 


hereby our Redeemer could not have been eſteem'd any thing leis 
than God incarnate, the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity and the 


Graces of God could only be the purchaſe of his moſt precious Blood. 


It fo fell out, Madam, that this old Scheam of Theology was firſt 
Aiſturbed 
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. 
diſturbed by a Briti/h Monk, whom the Latin Writers calbd Pela- 
gizs. I ſuppoſe his Name was Morgen, for Mor, in the Britiſß 
Tongue, fignifics Pe/agrs i. e. the Sea, and Morgan anſwers to Pela. 
gize, i. e Sea-faring or belonging to the Sea. Now this Monkabour 
the Year of our Lord, 405. preached in Britain theſe Doctrines. 1/7. 
Thar, Mankind is not fo bad but that ſtill he has a Free-will where- 
by to do good as well as evil. 24/y, That, by the uſe of that free 
Power he may render himſelf acceptable to God, by his fincere perſe- 
verance in a virtuous Life. 3d/y. That, there was no ſuch thing as 
Original Sin, ſticking ro Infants in their Births; fo that Baptiſm of 

Infants to waſh it away was not needful, and 4:h/y. That the Church- 
Prayers for the Converfion of Infide/s, or for the Progreſs of Chri- 
ſtians in Grace are needleſs, fince tis only in our own Power to ren- 
der our {elves either virtuous or vitious. That theſe were the DoR- 
rines of Pelag ius we learn from St. Auſtin who ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed 
them, and alſo from the firſt general Council of Carthage which con- 
demned them, 4. D. 422. 1 
Tis ſtrange to obſerve how long any ſort of Doctrine will preſerve 
it ſelt, and ſometimes riſe out of Oblivion, after it has once been 
taught under the Notion of Religion! Zoroaſter is thought to have 
been contemporary with Moſes, and R——_ the Per ſians that there 
wete 1wo Co-ordinate ſupreme Rulers of this World, the one being 
the ſupreme Fountain of good, the other of evil. And tis wonder- 
tul to read how that Manes Manichews a Perſian ſhould revive this 
obſolete Opinion in the Year of our Lord, 273. as St. Auſtin alſo 
has informed us; ſo that this Opinion has ever fince been known by 
the Name of the Manichean Hereſy. In like manner the Pelagian He- 
reſy has of late Years been revived in great Britain, where it has had 
very great and eminent Men to trim ir up and adorn it by their Wri- 
tings, fo that now, notwithſtanding the Articles of the Church are 
againſt ir, it is call'd Rational Theology, but the proper Name of 
it is Arminaniſm, which contains this vis. There was 
never any ſuch thing as Predeſti nation and Eleftion of Individual Per- 
* ſons out of the Maſs of Mankind, for whoſe fake alone God ſent 
nis Son into the World to ſuffer Death; nor was there any ab/o- 
Jute neceſſiiy for God to ſend Feſas Chrift to die for Sinners; but 
* he might have forgiven poor penitent Sinners, without requiring 
Satisfaction to his Juſtice, had he ſo been pleaſed to do, * 
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( 23 ) 
. good Man may freely fargive an Offience conimitted againſt him- 
« ſelf without any Diminution to his Juſtice, or any of his Virtues. 
* This Syſtem farther imports, that notwithſtanding the Fall in 4- 


dam, Men find by ence. that they have 2 Power of doin 
cc gool as well a gil, eh Power being exerted. according — 
ſpel-Rule will recommend a Man te the Mercy of God, hro- 


* 


< the Oblation which 7eſws (riff made to the eternal Father. Now 
if theſe Arminian Premiſes be allowed, *rwill be hard to ſtave off 
a Socizian Concluſion. For the Socinians will fay, 

If there were zo Neceffuy to ſatisfy God's infinite Juſtice, then 
there was zo Neceſſity that our Redeemer ſhould be God by Nature, 
fince a Man might in an extraordinary way have been qualified, and 
alſa accepted for a Mediatour; ſo that hereupon the Incarnation 

of the ſecond Perſon of the holy Trinity was not neceſſary. But tho 


| God be not wont to do needleſs things, yet it might be very neceſſ2- | 
for us, ſay they, that God ſhould fend a Meſſenger from Heaven to 
teach us the means of Salvation, and to ſet us a Pattern, as well as 
ive us a Precept therefore. Now what ſhall be reply'd to this? | 
Why! Who would have thought that Arminian Premiſes ſhould | 
have inferr'd a Socinian Conclution? As one may ſay in another like | 
caſe, who would have thought that the Carteſian Philoſophy, which 
admits of nothing in the Univerſe but Matter and Motion, ſhould have 
pays the Sacinians by excluding the third Perſon of the holy 
Trinity for being an immaterial Spirit? Bur it was plain Matter of 
att, that when Arminianiſim had gain d Ground in Holland, Soci- 


% ſoon followed it. Tis likewiſe as plain Matter of Fact, 


iani 
that the Clergy of the Church of England ſince the time of Arch- 
Biſhop Land, have both preached up and frequently printed the 
Arminian Scheam in England, and that — 4 has — ; = 
yet the diſſenting Congregations, who notwithſtanding their diſſent 
— us in many thongs, pou faſt to the Doctrine of Predeftination, 

are ſtill free from all Sufpicion of Socinianiſm. = 
Tour Ladyſhip ſees then the Reaſon, why 1 have recommended 
the Doctrine — ji * I 5 A 5 our — to ou 
| ferious Examination: For, tho I do not think any particular Com- 
munion abſolutely neceflary for you, yet I think it needful for you to 
be a good Chriſtian. But Arminiauiſin was a Shoong horn to draw 

on Socinianſm, and that draws after it Cn. # 


(4) 
- As for the Common Prayer Bock, I believe you will not find any 
unbecoming Petition, or undecent Exprefhon in the whole Texture 
of it. And if a Form of Prayer be ſo contrived as to raiſe good De- 
fires in car Hearts, it anſwers the end for which it was made. For 
gocd Meditations frequently feteived into out Minds are the proper 
'Means to bring var Hearts into à right Diſpoſition towards God and 
Man, and alfo to fix tim in it. And I think thar the daily Office of 
the Church, as well as the other occaſional Offices, are (at leaft) as 
well fitted to this great end, as any other Forms J have ever read, 
or any other Method of conceived Prayer as I have ever heard. 
Another Reaſon, I would urge to perſuade your Ladythip to the 
Church-Communion, is becauſe the People of that Communion are 
more eaſy and affable-in Converſation than grneretty the Diſſenters 
are; who are commonly more iff and cautious, and ſometimes too 
cenſorious. I ſpeak'this, not to reproach them, but to warn you. 
God knows how that I hearrily pitied them when they lay under the 
Laſh of the Law, which was ſufficient to ſower their Tempers; and 
tho” at preſent they enjoy a Toleration, which is the Ornament of 


| her Majeſties gracious Reign, as well as a good Security to her 
Crown, yet no body knows how ſoon this Juſt Liberty may be re- 


called; and as yet that roughneſs of Temper which aroſe from theit 
former Perſecution is not wholy ſmoothed off. ' Befides, the Prieſts 
of the Church muſt of Neceflity be better Preachers than the gene- 
rality of the Diſſenters, as having the Privilege of our Univertities 
tor their Education, which is deny'd to thoſe who will not conform. 
*Tis true that our Clergy's preaching has of late been a little too ratio- 
nal, eſpecially as to the Arninian Points; but, then the Difſenters 
Sermons are frequently too my ti call. 
Perhaps it may be worth your while to conſider, that we live in a 
Climate Subject to very different changes of Weather, and likewiſe 
that we are a People ſubject to frequent changes of Mind and Di- 
ſpofition ; hereby we are made ſubjeCt ro fall into Parties, and when 
_ weare divided tis hard to unite us again. Now in ſuch acaſe as this, 
tis beſt to be of the ſtrongeſt Party, which is cerrainly the Church- 
Party. And tho' it muſt be confeſs d that the Chriſtian Doctrine do's 
Diſcountenance all ſorts of Diviſions and Patty taking among its Pro- 
feſſours, requiring all Chriftians to love as Brethren, and to join to- 
gether as Limbs of the fame Body, which are influenced by one * 
| ae 


(25) 
the ſame Head; having all of em the fame Faith, and Hope, and Rule 
of Life, in loving their Neighbours as themſelves, yet fince Chriſtians, 
in ſpight of their Profeſſion, and to the Scandal of their great Name, 
will divide from one another, tis good to be of the ſtrongeſt Divi- 


fron; not by Virtue thereof” to injuxe the weaker Party, but the ber-- 


to preſerve your ſelf. Iam, 
PER rn i MADAM, 


Dur Ladyſhip's moſt bumble Servant; . 
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a ſubject ſo very much entangled, that it will take up a confide- 
rable time to unravel it. Otherwiſe, (it may be) twere enough to 


A S to-your ſecond Queſtion concerning Orthodoxy of Belief, it is 


ſay that he who knows how to govern his Tongue, may with the fame 


eaſe giude his Belief aright. As fer Inſtance, a wiſe Man ſhould 
have « Reaſon for ſpeaking before he ſpeaketh ; bur if he hath no Rea+ 
ſon for-ſpeaking, even that is a ſufficient Cauſe, why he ſhould hold 
his Peace. So ſhould you have a Reaſon for beleiving, before you 
believe any thing; but if you have no Reaſon for believing, even that 
is a ſufficient Cauſe for you to aſſign for your not believing, Faith 
and Truth amongſt Men are Graces of ineſtimable Value, but Credu- 


lity; as yet hath not found a place in your Catalogue of Moral Virtues. 


Not that I think a Man credulous who takes up his Faith in ſome 


Meaſure upon human Authority; for we are fo bred up as that we 
cannot do otherwiſe, nor can we admit of any other Education. The 
firſt Leſſon which every Child is taught, is Obedience to his Pa- 
rents or Guardians; and hence like fair Paper he takes in ſuch Impre£, 
fons as are given him in his early Education. After this, our School- 
maſters and Tutours form our Minds by their Examples and Pre. 
cepts; and all this while the Pariſh-Prieft, whom we are bound to 
hear with Attention, inſtils his Creed into us; firſt, by Catechifing, 
and always by Preaching; ſo that every ones Education ſubjects him 
in great Meaſure to human — þ | 
Nor is it poſſible in the Nature of the thing, that even Revealed 


Religion can ſubfift without ſome dependance upon humane Authority. 


For the. Chriſtian Religion ſubſiſts as to its Authority upon * 
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( 26 ) 
iginally teſtify 
vangeli that they were z 1 Chriſt, w 
— Goloels —̃ ——— — 
we call Go are genuine Vritings, and not Ro 
ces forged in the Apoltle's Names, we learn from the Authority of 
the aſſembled at Laadicea; in which Council it was agreed 
that the of the New Teſtament were genuine and authentic 

Records, A. D. 164. 

Now, that theſe original Writings were truly tranſcrib d, and ho- 
neftly handed down from one Generation to another, and fo with. 
out any Variation have come to our depends much upon 
the Care and Diligence of Tranſcribers, and that even theſe Copies 
have been rightly rendered into the Exg/zh Tongue isa matter wholly 
d ing upon the Abilities and Faithfulneſs of the Traxſlarours. 

erhaps you will fay, if this be ſo, then inſtead of believing in 
God, you can only believe in thoſe Men who tranſlated the Bib/e in- 
to Engliſh. Not ſo neither, for you are not bound to believe our 
Engliſh Tranſlation, any otherwiſe than as you ſhall ſee Cauſe fo to 


C 
: 


do, for if you ſhall read any thing in our Tranſlation which tends 
to ſupport any conceipt God, or any immoral Practice 


between Man and Man, ient Reaſon to believe the 


you will find y 
the bare Authority 
the Original ; 
the Matters contain'd 
find that it tends to 


give hono 

Life, you may take it upon content for the word 

can not make out by proof who was the Writer of any one Book 

contained in the ſacred Volume. | 
Ferhaps you will ask, What is then the difference between 2 4 

| pitt 


diligent and diſcret 


2 Since we ouſt alt A out ſo much of our Re 
igion to humane Authority ? In anſwer to which Queſtion, I 12 
it may be proper to conſider, firſt wherein Papiſts and Proteſtants 
agree; by which we ſhall be able to judge the better of their Diffe- 
rences. Now both Parties agree that the holy Bible is the Rule of 
their Faith and Manners but they differ in this, that the Fapiſts truſt 
to the . of the Roman Clergy (whom in this caſe they call 
the Catholick Church) for the Int ation of the holy Scriptures ; 
 wheras the Proteſtant truly ref from P , truſts finally to 
his own Judgment as to the Interpretation of Scripture for his own 


uſe. | 
For ſuppofing otherwiſe, that you hold your ſelf obliged to fol- 
low the Senſe of the Exgliſb or Dutch Clergy in either of their 
Interpretations of the Bible, herein you are not reformed from Po- 
; all that can be faid is that in this caſe, tis not _ „ but 
Eu or Dutch Popery which pleaſeth yoa beſt. And ſuppoſing a 
war Cat holicſt ſhould leave the Communion of that Church, and 
oblige himſelf ro receive the Senſe of the Eng/:h or Dutch Clergy 
in Matters of Faith and Practice, ſuch a one has only changed his 
former Species of Popery, and is now another fort of a Pap. 
Yet I would not have your Ladyſhip think, that the Writings or 
Preachings of the Proteſtant Clergy are by this Notion rendered uſe- 
leſs and of none effect; for tho by the Principle of a Proteſtant 
throughly reformed from Popery, your felf will be the only final 
Judge of all Matters relating to your own Faith and Morals, yer 
if you will make a right Judgment hereupon for your own ufe, "twill | 
de very uſeful for you to get all the Helps you can, whereby to ena- 
ble you to determine rightly of theſe Matters. Upon which Ac- 
count the Labours of our Divines (who are at leaſt as learned and 
able in that Profeſſion as any in the Chriſtian World) will be very 
fit for your peruſal, altho their Authority may not ſupercede your 
Inquiry. And thus as a Proteſtant throughly re- 


form d from Popery, you will find your ſelf obliged to take the ho. 
ly Scriptures for a compleat Rule of your Faith and Practice, and 
you your own ſelf, with what help you can ger, for the final Inter- 
preter of thoſe ſacred Volumes for your own per. Bal uſe and be- 
book wg 338 
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